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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance {PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .114, including the fee set 
fortii In 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/02/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Amendment received on 4/21/2006 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 1,4, 
and 14 have been amended. Claims 1-19 are currently pending In the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 103 have been withdrawn due to the 
applicant's amendment. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with an applicant's representative Richard J. Katz (Reg. No.: 47,698) on Thursday 17, 
2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS 
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1 . (Currently Amended) An electricity generation equipment management 
system comprising: 

at least one generator unit, operated by an electricity provider, supplying electricity 
to at least one specific electricity consumer; 

a service company maintaining and managing operation of said at least one 
generator unit ; 

a management center, monitoring an operation status of said at least one 
generator unit and monitoring an amount of electricity supplied to said at least one 
specific electricity consumer by said at least one generator unit; 

a database including a relationship data record indicating information regarding an 
association between the generator unit and a specific service company, and configured 
to store and manage information collected at the at least one generator unit, the 
information selected from th e group compr i s i ng at least one of detection information, 
generator unit specification information, maintenance information, and service company 
information; 

the management center being op e rab le configured to access the database 
information so as to provide unified management over the information, and further 
configured to select the specific service company to receive instructions based on the 
association in the relationship data record : 

a system for communicating information between said management center and 
said electricity provider; and 

an Internet virtual financial institution that supports transactions that bill an 
electricity supply service fee to each of said at least one specific electricity consumer 
based on information received from said management center. 
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4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The electricity generation equipment 
management system as described in claim [[4]]1 wherein: 

said at least one generator unit is a fuel cell electricity generating device; 

said service company includes a fuel supply company and a 
maintenance/management company; 

said fuel supply company supplying fuel to said fuel cell electricity generating 
device; and 

said maintenance/management company performing maintenance on said fuel 
cell electricity generating device and responding to irregularities in said fuel cell 
electricity generating device. 

7. (Currently Amended) The electricity generation equipment management 
system as described in claim [[4]]1 wherein said at least one generator unit is used 
locally by said at least one specific electricity consumer as a home generator system. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The electricity generation equipment management 
system as described in claim [[4]]1 wherein: 

said at least one generator unit is installed for said at least one specific electricity 
consumer in a region where laying and maintaining electrical cable from said electricity 
provider is difficult; and 

said management center uses wireless communication equipment to collect 
information from said generator unit regarding operation status of said at least one 
generator unit and regarding an amount of electricity supplied to said at least one 
specific electricity consumer. 



Application/Control Number: 09/976,259 
Art Unit: 3639 



Page 5 



12. (Currently Amended) An electricity generation equipment management 
system comprising: 

at least one locally installed fuel cell electricity generating device supplying 
electricity to at least one specific electricity consumer; 

a management center monitoring an operation status of said at least one fuel cell 
electricity generating device via a predetermined network; 

a service company maintaining and operating said fuel cell electricity generating 
device based on instructions received from said management center; 

a database including a relationship data record indicating information regarding 
an association between the fuel cell electricity generating device and a specific service 
company, and configured to store for storing information about irregularities issued from 
said at least one fuel cell electricity generating device in association with information 
relating to said specific service company corresponding to said irregularity information; 

means for selecting the specific service company to receive instructions based 
on the association in the relationship data record : 

means for notifying said specific service company associated with said 
irregularity by looking up said database upon detection of an irregularity in said at least 
one fuel cell electricity generating device; and 

an Internet virtual financial institution that supports transactions that bill each of 
said at least one specific electricity consumer a maintenance and operating service fee 
based on information stored in said database. 

14. (Currently Amended) An electricity management system, comprising: 
generating means for generating electricity; 

said generating means being local to a specific electricity consumer, whereby 
power cables from an electricity provider to said specific electricity consumer are 
unnecessary; 

monitoring means for remotely monitoring said generating means; 
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a storage means including a relationship data record indicating an association 
between the generating means and a specific service company, and configured to store 
and manage information collected at the at le ast on e g e n e rator un i t generating means , 
the information selected from th e group compr i s i ng at least one of detection information, 
generator unit specification information, maintenance information, and service company 
information; 

the management center b ei ng op e r a b le configured to access the databas e storage 
means information so as to provide unified management over the information , and 
further configured to select the specific service company to receive instructions based 
on the association in the relationship data record ; and 

billing means for charging said specific electricity consumer for a consumed 
amount of said electricity, the billing means including an Internet virtual financial 
institution. 

15. (Currently Amended) The electricity management system as described in 
claim 14. wherein the furth e r compris i ng a management cente r is further configured to 
receive for r e c ei v i ng data from said monitoring means. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The electricity management system as described in 
claim [[16]] 14 wherein: 

said generating means includes a fuel cell electricity generating device; 

said service company includes a fuel supply company and a 
maintenance/management company; 

said fuel supply company supplying fuel to said fuel cell electricity generating 
device; and 

said maintenance/management company performing maintenance on said fuel 
cell electricity generating device and responding to irregularities in said fuel cell 
electricity generating device. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-3, 5-15 and 17-19 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per independent Claims 1 and 14, the best prior art Thompson et al. (US 
5,973,481 ) in view of Budike, Jr. (US 6,31 1 , 1 05) and further in view of Sharma (US 
2004/0167853) teaches a system for distributed electrical power generating stations, 
comprising: at least one generator unit, operated by an electricity provider, supplying 
electricity to at least one specific electricity consumer in a remote area; a management 
center for monitoring information (database) related to generation of energy, said 
information including an operation status of said at least one generator unit and 
monitoring an amount of electricity supplied to said at least one specific electricity 
consumer by said at least one generator unit; a system for communicating information 
between said management center and said electricity provider; said management 
center uses wireless communication means to collect information from said at least one 
generator unit regarding operation status of said at least one generator unit and 
operating parameters; a service company maintaining and managing operation of said 
at least one generator unit, wherein said service company receives instructions from 
said management center; Internet wireless communication means for transmitting billing 
and payment data for electricity supplied; and an Internet virtual financial institution that 
supports utility bills transactions. 

However, Thompson et al. in view of Budike, Jr. and further in view of Sharma 
fails to disclose that said management center is configured to maintain information 
(database) indicating an association between the generator unit and a specific service 
company; and that said service company is selected by said management center as the 
specific service company based on said information in said database, and that said 
selected specific service company is configured to receive instructions based on said 
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information (database) indicating an association between the generator unit and a 
specific service company. 

As per independent Claim 12 the best prior art Thompson et al. in view of Budike, 
Jr. further in view of Sharma and further in view of Fleckner et al. (US 6,589,682) 
teaches a system for distributed electrical power generating stations, comprising: at 
least one fuel cell generator unit operated by an electricity provider, supplying electricity 
to at least one specific electricity consumer in a remote area; a management center for 
monitoring information (database) related to generation of energy, said information 
including an operation status of said at least one generator unit and monitoring an 
amount of electricity supplied to said at least one specific electricity consumer by said at 
least one generator unit; a system for communicating information between said 
management center and said electricity provider; said management center uses 
wireless communication means to collect information from said at least one generator 
unit regarding operation status of said at least one generator unit and operating 
parameters; a service company maintaining and managing operation of said at least 
one generator unit, wherein said service company receives instructions from said 
management center; Internet wireless communication means for transmitting billing and 
payment data for electricity supplied; and an Internet virtual financial institution that 
supports utility bills transactions. 

However, Thompson et al. in view of Budike, Jr. further in view of Sharma and 
further in view of Fleckner et al. fails to disclose that said management center is 
configured to maintain information (database) indicating an association between the 
generator unit and a specific service company; and that said service company is 
selected by said management center as the specific service company based on said 
information in said database, and that said selected specific service company is 
configured to receive instructions based on said information (database) indicating an 
association between the generator unit and a specific service company. 
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The best foreign art, Ehlers et al. teaches an energy management and building 
automation system configured to monitor energy supply and load performance, wherein 
said monitoring is conducted over the Internet. 

However, Ehlers et al. fails to disclose that said system is configured to maintain 
information (database) indicating an association between an electricity generating 
device and a specific service company; and that said service company is selected as 
the specific service company based on said information in said database, and that said 
selected specific service company is configured to receive instructions based on said 
information (database) indicating an association between the generator unit and a 
specific service company. 

The best non-patent literature, Aiken et al. (Energy Utilities in the Internet and 
Nil: Users of Providers?) teaches various aspects or energy generation and delivery, 
and billing for energy consumed, including monitoring of energy-related activity over the 
Internet. 

However, Aiken et al. fails to disclose providing a database containing 
information indicating an association between an electricity generating device and a 
specific service company; and selecting a service company based on said information in 
said database, and providing instructions to said service company based on said 
information (database) indicating an association between the generator unit and a 
specific service company. 

The remaining dependent Claims are considered allowable, as they are 
dependent and based off of an allowable independent Claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6801 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



IB 

8/19//2006 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



